
Large Animal Emergencies 
 
Leave client on the phone and find a doctor 
 
OB 

●​ Calving cow/pull calf 
●​ Kidding goat 
●​ Lambing sheep 
●​ Foaling horse 

 
For OBs Ask 

●​ Is there anything hanging out? 
●​ How long has it been hanging out? 
●​ Is she actively pushing? 
●​ Is there any discharge? 
●​ Is it caught? (tied up or in a chute) 

 
Other Emergencies 

●​ Uterine or rectal prolapse - make sure to ask 
●​ Down animal 
●​ Bloat 
●​ Non feeding baby (Can be brought into clinic) 
●​ Posting animals/necropsy (ASAP) 
●​ Colicing horse 
●​ Choking horse 
●​ Small non-life threatening lacerations (cuts) on horses need to be seen the same day 

 
Some large animal emergencies can be brought to the clinic instead of a farm call. The doctor 
will let you know. 
 
If a large animal client calls and asks to speak with a doctor and the doctor is unavailable, ask if 
it is an emergency.  
 
If doctor is going on a farm call for an emergency be sure to ask where the animal is located.  


